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RELEASE IMMEDIATELY 

GRANTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT iFORWARD PUBLIC ONLINE SCHOOL “STUDENT SPACEFLIGHT 

EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM (SSEP)” PROJECT 

WINS WISCONSIN RETIRED EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION AWARD 

Grantsburg, WI – Grantsburg School District iForward Public Online School and Co-Director 

Constance Quade, have been awarded $2,000 by the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association 

(WREA) Foundation.  The award was given for the school’s “Student Spaceflight Experimental 

Program (SSEP)” project.   

The entire middle school worked in scientific teams to develop and participate in a real-life, 

hands-on science experiment that had a variable that would change in microgravity. This was 

done by students collaborating via live internet sessions across the state. Student teams 

recruited experts in the experimental field from which they developed their experiment. In 

December of 2017, the student scientists who had developed the experiment “Grain Size and 

Distribution of Gallium in Microgravity” were selected to have their experiment performed in 

microgravity on board the International Space Station. 

At the end of June, their experiment was on board the Dragon Rocket when it launched into 

space and docked at the International Space Station. It returned several months later after the 

experiment had been performed by a team of international astronauts. The results of this 

experiment could have an impact on future space flight as well as a mechanical science 

advancement in the technology used to analyze the gallium. 

Due to the excitement this proposal created, the school reapplied and was selected to compete 

in this scientific process again this year. If invited, they would like to return to the Smithsonian 

to present the findings of the experiment. 
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NORTHLAND PINES MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL “ACTIVE MENTOR MENTEE PARTNERSHIP 

(AMMP)” PROJECT 

WINS WISCONSIN RETIRED EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION 2ND PLACE AWARD 

Eagle River, WI – Northland Pines Middle & High School and School Counselor Sade Seeger, 

have been awarded $250.00 by the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association (WREA) 

Foundation. The award was given for the school’s “Active Mentor Mentee Partnership 

(AMMP)” project.  

The program was established to support healthy relationships between the middle and high 

school students. The new mentor program has effectively supported the middle school 

students in making a smooth transition to the larger building while adding to the already strong 

sense of community in the Northland Pines Middle and High Schools. 

The AMMP program was very successful in the 2017-18 school year. Middle school students felt 

supported and connected to the school. At the end of the school year, several of the mentors 

and mentees presented to the school board about the benefits of the AMMP program. After 

the presentation, it was decided that the program would continue for the 2018-19 school year. 

The program has been running strong for this school year. We anticipate continuing the 

program for multiple years, as it creates powerful relationships and connectedness to the 

building. 

The financial award is part of an annual “Challenge Award” program sponsored by the WREA 

Foundation.  It recognizes ten schools each year, in each of the five statewide regional districts 

that comprise WREA.  From year to year, the awards are rotated from elementary schools, to 

middle schools, to high schools, every third year. 

Grantsburg School District is one of five innovative middle school projects to be awarded 

$2,000 this year, for a total of $10,000 donated by the WREA Foundation. The other projects 

awarded were North Middle School (Menomonee Falls), Shawano Community Middle School 

(Shawano), Marathon Venture Academy (Marathon), and Richland Middle School (Richland 

Center). 

In addition to the first-place winners, five second place winners were awarded $250.00 each for 

their innovative projects. The schools include: Northland Pines Middle & High School (Eagle 

River), Washington Island School District (Washington Island), Hudson Middle School (Hudson), 

Park View Middle School (Mukwonago), and Platteville Middle School (Platteville). 

The WREA and the WREA Foundation are independent, non-profit organizations representing more than 10,000 

retired educators across the state of Wisconsin.  Their primary focus is to support and protect the retirement 

interests and needs of its members, and to advocate for public schools.  Both organizations are located at 6405 

Century Avenue, Suite 201, Middleton, WI  53562. 

WREA, which was organized in 1951, is a statewide association of more than 10,000 members and 60 local units.  It is recognized for protecting 

the public pension fund, promoting public education, and providing member benefits.  With a central office in Middleton, WREA maintains a 

strong lobbying presence to represent the views of the retired educational community. 

 


