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RICHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL “RICHLAND SNACK PACKS FOR BACKPACKS” PROJECT 

WINS WISCONSIN RETIRED EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION AWARD 

Richland Center, WI – Richland Middle School and School Counselor Gretchen Kanable, have 

been awarded $2,000 by the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association (WREA) Foundation.  

The award was given for the school’s “Richland Snack Pack for Backpacks” project.   

Snack Packs for Backpacks was started in January 2018 help to address the need so students in 

the Richland School District wouldn’t go hungry over the weekend and extended breaks. 

Prepared bags of snack food and easy to prepare meals are sent home with students in their 

back packs on a weekly basis. 

Snack Packs for Backpacks is currently serving about 50 students every weekend with snacks 

and non-perishable food items. The program is currently working with Second Harvest 

Foodbank of Southwest Wisconsin to supply the needed food. Richland school staff are helping 

deliver the bags to the students who have been nominated for the program. Snack packs are 

assembled by community volunteers each month and then stored at the school where they are 

distributed when needed. 

The funds will be used to increase the storage shelving and totes for the program as the 

number of students also increases. 

PLATTEVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL “EXPLORING SPACES AND PLACES OF PLATTEVILLE” PROJECT 

WINS WISCONSIN RETIRED EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION 2ND PLACE AWARD 

Platteville, WI – Platteville Middle School and Sixth Grade Teacher Laura Digman, have been 

awarded $250.00 by the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association (WREA) Foundation. The 

award was given for the school’s “Exploring Spaces and Places of Platteville” project.  

This project is an active, outdoorsy, engaging enrichment opportunity for students in the 

Platteville School District. Students get active and explore Platteville’s vast community 

resources, natural beauty, parks, and historical sites. The objective of the course is to get 

students engaged in the resources of our community, while being active with a multi-age peer 

group. 
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Students actively experience the richness of the community often for the first time. One parent 

expressed her gratitude and excitement for her child with special needs. “You don’t know how 

exciting it was for my son to be able to ride a bike with his friends for the first time and do just 

what everyone else was doing.” 

The funds will be used to pay for safety gear and other equipment for students that wish to 

take the course. Purchased safety gear and bikes will be stored at the Platteville Middle School 

and be available for students to check out and enjoy for many years as our youth explore the 

spaces and places of Platteville. 

The financial award is part of an annual “Challenge Award” program sponsored by the WREA 

Foundation.  It recognizes ten schools each year, in each of the five statewide regional districts 

that comprise WREA.  From year to year, the awards are rotated from elementary schools, to 

middle schools, to high schools, every third year. 

North idle School is one of five innovative elementary school projects to be awarded $2,000 this 

year, for a total of $10,000 donated by the WREA Foundation. The other projects awarded were 

iForward Public Online School Schools (Grantsburg), Shawano Community Middle School 

(Shawano), Marathon Venture Academy (Marathon), and North Middle School (Menomonee 

Falls). 

In addition to the first-place winners, five second place winners were awarded $250.00 each for 

their innovative projects. The schools include: Northland Pines Middle & High School (Eagle 

River), Washington Island School District (Washington Island), Hudson Middle School (Hudson),  

Park View Middle School (Mukwonago), and Platteville Middle School (Platteville). 

The WREA and the WREA Foundation are independent, non-profit organizations representing 

more than 10,000 retired educators across the state of Wisconsin.  Their primary focus is to 

support and protect the retirement interests and needs of its members, and to advocate for 

public schools.  Both organizations are located at 6405 Century Avenue, Suite 201, Middleton, 

WI  53562. 

WREA, which was organized in 1951, is a statewide association of more than 10,000 members and 60 local units.  It is recognized for protecting 

the public pension fund, promoting public education, and providing member benefits.  With a central office in Middleton, WREA maintains a 

strong lobbying presence to represent the views of the retired educational community. 

 

 

 

 


